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Dear Friends,

When we began to think about 
stewardship themes for this year, one 
overarching idea kept surfacing: legacy. 
What we give and what we spend 
will ultimately be our legacy in this 
community and in the lives of others. So 
often, we underestimate the impact of 
our giving on the world, though we give 
with great hope that we are generous 
and desire to do good with what we have 
been given. However, this year we’re 

considering how our giving impacts the Kingdom of God.

Over the next few weeks, I want to invite you into a conversation 
with me and with one another about your personal legacy as well 
as our legacy together as Northbrook United Methodist Church. In 
the pages that follow, you will see how we as a church have used 
our resources throughout the years. You can see the trajectory 
of increasing our giving to missions and serving others outside 
of the church as well as greater emphasis on children and youth. 
Investing in these two areas of ministry will have the greatest 
impact on the future. We want to launch a legacy of generosity to 
those in need and a commitment to teach and nurture the next 
generation of disciples.

As we move into the future, each one of us must consider the 
legacy we are called to launch. When we look back over how we 
lived and how we invested our resources, will we be known as 
generous and faithful followers of Jesus Christ? Now is the time to 
make a conscious decision about who we are called to be and the 
legacy we are called to leave.

Blessings of Generosity and Love,
Laurie





So often we do not realize the impact others have made on our 
lives – even people we never met! Before any of us begin to 
consider what our own legacy might be, we must first consider 
the legacies of others and how they have shaped our lives. In 
Genesis 28 we read the story of Jacob and the promise God 
made to his grandparents and parents. He dreams of a ladder 
on which angels were descending and ascending and the voice 
of God reminded him that his offspring would be like the dust of 
the earth. Because of the work of his parents and grandparents, 
because of the faithfulness of others, the next generations will 
be plentiful and blessed. Our legacies are always built upon the 
legacies of others. We all live an influenced life and are called to 
consider how we are influencing the next generations. 

Genesis 28:14: “Your descendants will become like the 
dust of the earth; you will spread out to the west, east, 
north, and south. Every family of earth will be blessed 
because of you and your descendants.”

“We should always be looking for 
ways that our giving can really make a 
difference.” 

- Bill Newton, Stewardship Chair



AN INFLUENCED LIFE



A HISTORY OF HOW THE 
CHURCH SPENDS OUR 
RESOURCES
In the last 40 years, our budget has 
changed considerably and the way we 
spend money has changed as well. As we 
talk about our own personal giving we 
need to consider how we as a congregation 
give. Northbrook UMC also has a giving 
story and we want our legacy to be one of 
abundant generosity. We want to be known 

as a community of faith which gives to the needs of others and 
not just our own needs.

Our collective giving story can best be told through the percentage 
of our budget that we give to organizations outside of ourselves. 
While we often do not budget for missions, we do contribute 
to local and international missions as well as the larger work of 
the United Methodist Church through our apportionments. We 
take monthly “altar rail” offerings, which go to support a mission 
outside of the church.

Ten years ago in 2012, 9.5% of our budget was spent on ministry 
beyond our church. Last year, that percentage was 12.9%. 
Increasing the percentage of our budget which is given away to 
missions is a sign of a generous community of faith. In the years 
to come, as 
we ask that we 
all individually 
increase what 
we give to the 
church, we are 
striving to ask 
the same of 
us as a church 
body.



TIMELINE:

1979 - First worship service

1980 - Northbrook UMC established with 110 charter members

1982 - Northbrook UMC moves into its first building

1982-83 - Northbrook UMC Preschool opens

1985-88 - Northbrook UMC builds its education wing

1998 - Northbrook UMC begins worshipping in the Sanctuary

2000 - Northbrook UMC acquires 8 more acres of land

2008 - The newest education wing and music suite are finished

2016 - Northbrook UMC establishes vision of Encounter. Love.  

            Serve.

Originally, worship was in the Fellow-
ship Hall, now called Simmons Hall for 
Founding Pastor Rev. John Simmons.

Rev. John Simmons unloads a chair 
during Northbrook UMC’s first building 
construction. Simmons was hands-on 
in the vision for Northbrook from 1979 
- 1990.

Sanctuary construction in 1997. Sanctuary construction in 1998.



MOTIVATED BY LOVE
Ephesians 3:17-19: I ask that Christ will live in your hearts through 
faith. As a result of having strong roots in love, I ask that you’ll 
have the power to grasp love’s width and length, height and 
depth, together with all believers. I ask that you’ll know the love of 
Christ that is beyond knowledge so that you will be filled entirely 
with the fullness of God.

The decisions we make and the actions we take are all motivated 
by something or someone. As Christians, all that we do and all 
that we give should flow from a place of love. As Paul says to the 
Galatians, when Christ dwells in our hearts and we are rooted and 
grounded in love - then we can comprehend with the saints the 
enormity of the love of Christ. In order to be motivated by love, 
we must nurture our relationship with Jesus, building our faith and 
trust through prayer, the reading and meditating on scripture, and 
intentional acts of mercy and kindness. When we are motivated 
by love, we give generously of our time and our resources. When 
we are motivated by love, the legacy we leave behind is a witness 
of the power and presence of Jesus Christ. What motivates you in 
your life and in your giving?

“Every trip I’ve taken has been a blessing. Every trip always has 
something more He shows us.”   – Mike Johnson

“God gives us the grace and power to do what He calls us to do.” 
      – Emily Johnson



Psalm 103:1: Let my whole being bless the Lord! Let everything 
inside me bless his holy name!



LAUNCHING OUR LEGACY
John 14:11-12: Trust me when I say that I am in the Father and 
the Father is in me, or at least believe on account of the works 
themselves. I assure you that whoever believes in me will do 
the works that I do. They will do even greater works than these 
because I am going to the Father.

So often when people come together to do the work Jesus has 
asked us to do, we are not considering the legacy we leave 
behind or even how the next generations will benefit from our 
faithfulness and dedication. We are called by the words of John 
14 - to follow Jesus who goes before us, preparing the way 
and preparing the place. Our belief in and reliance upon Jesus 
as the way and the truth and the life sets the foundation for a 
lasting legacy of love and generosity. The disciples were asked to 
believe and to follow - and they were asked to follow before they 
believed. When we say yes to Jesus, we are saying yes to launch 
a legacy for the generations that come after us to know and love 
Jesus – to build upon what we build - just as we build upon the 
legacies which were left for us. Like Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and 
Rebekah, and Jacob and Rachel, and the disciples who trusted in 
Jesus, we are called to pass on what we have been given. We are 
called to launch a legacy of faith!



Psalm 31:23: All you who are faithful, love the Lord! The Lord 
protects those who are loyal, but he pays the proud back to the 
fullest degree.

“What is the legacy Northbrook is leaving in this community? 
How will you contribute to the life of the church?” 
     - Rev. Laurie Moeller



NORTHBROOK TODAY
More than 40 years after 
the seed was planted 
for a new Methodist 
congregation in North 
Roswell, Georgia, 
Northbrook UMC has 
grown to a congregation 
of over 250 families in 
three buildings, with 
modern and traditional 
worship opportunities, 
Sunday school classes 
and small groups, an 
accredited preschool 
program, strong family ministries, and countless ways to serve and 
share the love of Christ.

The vision God had for Northbrook UMC in 1979 continues to 
grow in the hearts of the people of Northbrook as we worship 
together, grow in our faith, and serve Christ throughout our 
community and the world.

Today at Northbrook we are focused on three specific actions, 
Encountering God, Loving 
Others, and Serving those in 
Need.

Just as our charter members 
looked toward the future of 
a new congregation, today 
we look for new possibilities 
realized by Launching Our 
Legacy.





NORTHBROOK MINISTRIES
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