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December 14, 2025 

Order of Worship | 11:00 A.M. 
 

Welcome and Announcements  Rev. Jennifer Andone 

Chiming of the Hour 

 

  

Prelude From the Realms of Glory! 
 

arr. Patrick Roszell 

*Call to Worship  Min. Kamisha Washington 

                   Leader: 

 

                   People: 

 

 

                   Leader: 

 

 

                   People: 

 

 

                   Leader: 

 

 

                   All: 

 

 

 

 

It may seem naive, in a world of grief, to choose to live in joy; 

 

It may seem foolish, in a world where solemnity is power, 

to sing and dance to a different tune; 

 

It may seem cruel, in a world of suffering and injustice, 

to speak of light and celebration; 

 

But you have come, Jesus, to bring joy into our grief, 

light into our darkness, singing into our mourning; 

 

and it is an act of healing and proclamation to believe  

and embrace the joy you offer. 

 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come! 

Hallelujah! 

 
                           — Copyright © 2010 John van de Laar 

 

 

*Opening Prayer  Min. Kamisha Washington 

 God of Joy and Light,  

help us hear the song you sing deep in our hearts, 

a song of joy in a world of grief; a song of light in the shadows  

of our lives; a song of healing in times of suffering.   

Father, help us cling to the foolishness of your unending joy in the face  

of all the sadness the world presents us. May we sing with you today:  

Joy to the world! The Lord is come!  Amen. 

 

 

*Hymn Hark! the Herald Angels Sing UMH 240 
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*Advent Affirmation of Faith  Rev. Josh McDaniel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We believe in God the Father, creator of heaven and earth. 

The One who is full of patience, 

who is not afraid of silence, 

who does not need to fill each moment with activity and noise. 

The One who is beyond bluster and flurry, 

and who does not jostle for attention. 
 

We believe in God the Son, Savior of creation, 

who slipped into Bethlehem one night, mostly unnoticed, 

who lived thirty-three years without headlines or hurry, 

who frequently took time alone with his patient Father, 

who waited for the right time to become the suffering servant, 

who stood quietly before the noise of his accusers, 

whose silence overpowered their words, 

who died, then rose again on a quiet Sunday morning. 
 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens, empowers, renews and refreshes, 

sometimes arriving with obvious power, 

sometimes with the quiet breath of a whisper. 
 

We believe in one God 

who patiently waits for us, 

and who longs for us to do the same. 
 

                             ~ copyright © Dave Hopwood/engageworship.org 

 

*Gloria Patri  UMH 71 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen. Amen. 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath Candle of Joy 
Jennifer Koon & John Carney, 

Mary Ann Koon, Shannon & Vera Carney 

 

 

 

                 Leader: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So today we will let the fullness of the joy of God sing out in our 

worship.  We will rejoice in the Christ child and sing for joy at the love of 

our Heavenly Father! And tomorrow and the next day, when the world 

whispers to us that happiness is just around the corner if only we keep 

striving, we will remember that the fullness of JOY is ever present in us 

and around us through our God who rejoices over us with singing!  

Sing for joy to the Lord! 
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                 All: Shout for joy, all the earth! 

 

Musical Response   

 O come, thou Dayspring, come, 

our spirits by thy justice here; 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice!  

Immanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

 Rev. Josh McDaniel 

 What can I give him, poor as I am?  

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb,  

If I were a wise man, I would do my part,  

Yet what I can, I give him, give him my heart.  

Amen. 

 

 

Offertory In Dulci Jubilo 
Paul Kelley, organist 

arr. Paul Manz 

*Doxology  UMH 94  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise God, all creatures here below, 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power up-lifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

 

Musical Celebration Comforts and Joys 
All lyrics are printed in the bulletin 

 

See Pages 5-11 

*Hymn Joy to the World UMH 246 

*Benediction  Rev. Jennifer Andone 

*Postlude 

 

 

 

 

  

*Standing as able   
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 Tidings of Comfort and Joy 

 

 

Traditional English Carol  Arranged by Mary McDonald 

 
God rest ye merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay; 

Remember Christ, our Savior, was born on Christmas Day,  

To save us all from Satan’s pow’r when we were gone astray. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy;  

O tidings of comfort and joy! 

 

From God, our heavn’ly Father, a blessed angel came; 

And unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same: 

How that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy. 

O tidings of comfort and joy!  

 

Tidings of comfort, comfort and joy. 

Tidings of comfort, tidings of joy!  

Tidings of comfort, comfort and joy. 

Tidings of comfort, tidings of joy, of joy!  

 

Now to the Lord sing praises, all you within this place,  

and with true love and fellowship, each other now embrace;  

this holy Child of Christmas doth bring redeeming grace. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy. 

O tidings of comfort and joy!  

 

Tidings of comfort, comfort and joy. 

Tidings of comfort, tidings of joy!  

Tidings of comfort, comfort and joy. 

Tidings of comfort, tidings of joy, of joy!  
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 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

 

Words by Phillip Brooks  Arranged by Dan Forrest 

 
O Little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie. 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

The silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

Are met in thee tonight. 

 

For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 

Their watch of wondering love. 

O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the King, 

And peace to all the earth. 

 

How silently, how silently, the wond’rous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts the blessing of His heaven. 

No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive Him still, 

The dear Christ enters in. 

 

O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray! 

Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell! 

 

O come to us, abide with us, 

Our Lord, Emmanuel. 
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 How Great Our Joy! 

 

 

Traditional German Carol  Arranged by Craig Courtney 

 

While by the sheep we watched at night, 

Glad tidings brought an angel bright. 

How great our joy, How great our joy. 

 

There shall be born, so did he say,  

In Bethlehem a Child today. 

How great our joy, how great our joy. 

 

There shall a Child lie in a stall,  

This Child who shall redeem us all. 

 

This gift of God we’ll cherish well, 

That every joy our hearts shall fill. 

 

Praise we the Lord, praise we the Lord in heav’n on high! 

Praise we the Lord, O praise we the Lord. 

 

How great our joy. 
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 Breath of Heaven 

(Mary’s Song) 
 

 

Words by Chris Eaton & Amy Grant  Arranged by Craig Courtney 

 Chelsea Spits & Chance Passmore, soloists 

 

 

I have traveled many moonless nights, 

Cold and weary with a babe inside. 

And I wonder what I’ve done, Holy Father,  

You have come and chosen me now to carry Your Son. 

 

I am waiting in a silent prayer. 

I am frightened by the load I bear. 

In a world as cold as stone 

Must I walk this path alone?  

Be with me now, be with me now. 

 

Breath of Heaven, hold me together,  

be forever near me, Breath of Heaven. 

Breath of Heaven, lighten my darkness,  

Pour over me Your holiness for You are holy,  

Breath of Heaven. 

 

Do You wonder, as You watch my face,  

If another should have had my place?  

But I offer all I am for the mercy of Your plan. 

Help me be strong, help me be, help me.  

 

Breath of Heaven, hold me together,  

be forever near me, Breath of Heaven. 

Breath of Heaven, lighten my darkness,  

Pour over me Your holiness for You are holy,  

Breath of Heaven. 
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 Sussex Carol 

 

 

 

Traditional English Carol  Arranged by Elaine Hagenberg 

 

On Christmas night all Christians sing,  

to hear the news the angels bring; 

On Christmas night all Christians sing,  

to hear the news the angels bring,  

News of great joy, news of great mirth,  

news of our merciful King’s birth 

 

Then why should men on earth be sad,  

since our Redeemer made us glad; 

Then why should men on earth be sad,  

since our Redeemer made us glad; 

When from our sin he set us free,  

all for to gain our liberty. 

 

When sin departs before His grace  

then life and health come in its place. 

When sin departs before His grace  

then life and health come in its place; 

Angels and men with joy may sing,  

all for to see the newborn King. 

 

All out of darkness we have light,  

which made the angels sing this night: 

All out of darkness we have light,  

which made the angels sing this night, 

“Glory to God in highest heav’n,  

Now and for evermore,” Amen! 
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 The Little Drummer Boy 

 

 

 Words and Music by Katherine Davis, 

Henry Onoriti, and Harry Simeone 

 

 Arranged by Lari Goss  

 

 

Come, they told me, pa rum pum pum pum,  

A newborn King to see; pa rum pum pum pum,  

Our finest gifts we bring, pa rum pum pum pum,  

To lay before the King, pa rum pum pum pum,  

Rum pum pum pum, rum pum pum pum.  

So to honor Him, pa rum pum pum pum,  

when we come. 

 

 Baby Jesus, pa rum pum pum pum,  

I am a poor boy too, pa rum pum pum pum.  

I have no gifts to bring, pa rum pum pum pum, 

 That's fit to give our King, pa rum pum pum pum,  

Rum pum pum pum, rum pum pum pum.  

Shall I play for You, pa rum pum pum pum,  

on my drum?  

 

Mary nodded, pa rum pum pum pum,  

The ox and lamb kept time, pa rum pum pum pum.  

I played my drum for Him, pa rum pum pum pum, 

 I played my best for Him, pa rum pum pum pum,  

Rum pum pum pum, rum pum pum pum.  

Then he smiled at me, pa rum pum pum pum,  

me and my drum, me and my drum, me and my drum. 
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 Angels We Have Heard On High 

 

 

French Carol  Arranged by Mack Wilberg 

 

Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 

 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo, Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? 

 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo, Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo, Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? 

 

See Him in the manger laid, whom the choirs of angels praise; 

Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, while our hearts in love we raise. 

 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo, Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 
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The Orchestra 
 

                            Strings                    Brass 

                            Nicholas Lindel, violin 

                            Vivian Cheng, violin 

                            Julie Mallet, violin 

                            Earl Hough, violin 

                            Monica Corliss, violin 

                            Kamaya Locke, violin 

                            Evan Lohbrunner, violin 

                            Sarah Sohrabi, violin 

                            John Cooper, viola 

                            Heather Vincenty, viola 

                            Ian Smith, viola 

                            Gabriel Harmon, cello 

                            Emily Travis, cello 

                            Galia Burgard, double bass 

Adam Stillwagon, horn 

Molly Shannon, horn 

Steve Musker, trumpet 

Candice Simmons, trumpet 

Victor Guevara, trombone 

Don Wilmot, trombone 

John Mazurek, tuba 

 

Percussion 

Allister Simpson, timpani 

Ryan Gaertner, percussion 

Casen Alesi, percussion 

 

 

 

                            Woodwinds Piano & Organ 

                            Veronica Delcastillo, flute 

                            Darla Wilmot, flute 

                            Joey Garcia, soprano saxophone/clarinet 

                            Diane Hargreaves, clarinet 

                            Catherine Walker, oboe 

                            Bailey Matherne, bassoon 

 

Margareta Wesolowska, piano 

Paul Kelley, organ 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special thank you is extended to our extra singers  

and our handbell ringers for joining us today! 
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Welcome to Northbrook!  Please fill out the “Connect Card” located in the pew rack and place it in 

the offering plate later in the service. Thank you for worshiping at Northbrook today!  If you have 

questions or need assistance, please go to the welcome booth at the entrance to the sanctuary. 
 

December’s Second Mile Offering supports Northbrook's Emergency Assistance Fund. Our 

Emergency Assistance Fund allows the church to respond with practical help, i.e. rent, utilities, food, 

and other urgent needs. 
 

The December Prayer Focus is for those who are experiencing grief and loss. May they feel the 

presence of God offering them comfort, strength, and hope during this holiday season. 

 

Prayer Concerns: Submit a Prayer Request at Northbrookumc.com/prayer. 

Tom Adams John Gair Millican Family 

Steve Andrews Gonzalez Family Linda Minter 

Melissa Beliveau Mary Jane Hendrickson Elaine Riddle 

Pete Blaser Margaret Henke Joyce Ryan 

Nina Box Mike Johnson Jama Shackleford 

John Connor Donoghue Joyce Kelly Stalica Family 

Virginia & Carl Fagan Mike Kinser Tiemann Family 

 Mary Long  
 

 

Altar flowers are possible through your donations and dedications. 

Honor a loved one, commemorate a special occasion, or acknowledge the glory of God with altar flowers 

Please consider donating today. To sign up for 2026 visit bit.ly/NUMCflowers. 
 

Youth Christmas Party | December 14 | 5:30 PM, All middle and high school youth are invited for 

games, prizes, dinner, a simple Christmas craft, and a White Elephant gift exchange. Wear your silliest 

Christmas pajamas and bring a wrapped fun or quirky gift (about $20). Invite a friend to join the 

celebration. 
 

Living Nativity | December 20 and 21 | 6-8 PM, Celebrate the season with a favorite Northbrook 

tradition! Witness the story of the birth of Christ, visit with some live animals, then head to Simmons 

Hall for snacks and make a set of Nativity Blocks to take home. This year we will be making the Holy 

Family. 
 

Christmas Eve Services | December 24 | 4PM and 7PM, Celebrate the birth of the Christ child with 

the Northbrook community. At 4 PM, our children will lead us in telling the story and singing our 

favorite hymns. This is a wiggle and giggle friendly service fun for the young and young at heart. At 7 

PM we will have a traditional Candlelight Communion Christmas Eve service. 
 

 

 

All announcements can be accessed using the Midweek QR Code: 

Midweek Newsletter Giving Align Commitment 
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Northbrook invites you to remember your Baptism. During this service, we will 

also recognize everyone baptized in 2025. This service is a special time for our 

congregation to celebrate our individual baptisms and reflect on our commitment 

to nurturing others in the faith. 

 

Annual Staff Love Offering 
 

As we celebrate the Advent season, it is a tradition at Northbrook that we show 

appreciation to our pastors and staff with a Love Offering for the many ways they 

bless us throughout the year. 

 

Please prayerfully consider this and donate as you are led and able. Mark your 

check or envelope with “Staff Love Offering.” You may mail your donation, leave 

it at the church office during regular hours, place it in the collection plate, or give 

online and select "Staff Love Offering” throughout the month of December. 
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Clergy and Staff 

 

Rev. Jennifer Andone 

 Senior Pastor 

jandone@northbrookumc.com 

Ext. 102 

Dr. Chad Hunt  

Director of Worship and Music 

chad@northbrookumc.com 

Ext. 107 

 

Jennifer Picquet  

 Director of Preschool 

jpicquet@northbrookumc.com 

770-998-6667 

 

Rev. Josh McDaniel 

Pastor of 

Students & Missions 

jmcdaniel@northbrookumc.com 

Ext. 103 

 

Leslie Bowers  

 Director of Creative Services 

lbowers@northbrookumc.com 

Ext. 105 

 

Christy Merritt  

 Director of Children’s Ministry 

cmerritt@northbrookumc.com 

Ext. 113 

 

Rev. Kena Newkirk 

Pastor of 

Discipleship & Connections 

knewkirk@northbrookumc.com 

Ext. 104 

 

Chance Passmore 

Modern Worship Leader 

cpassmore@northbrookumc.com 

Ext. 114 

 

Jodi Tomassi  

Director of Nursery 

Parents’ Morning Out 

pto@northbrookumc.com 

770-355-1511 

 

Rev. Ed Cook 

 Pastor Emeritus 

ecook@northbrookumc.com 

 

 

Chelsea Spits 

Director of Children’s Music 

cspits@northbrookumc.com 

770-710-9693 

 

Allen Whittaker  

Executive Director  

awhittaker@northbrookumc.com 

Ext. 106 

 

Kamisha Washington 

Minister with Young Adults 

kwashington@northbrookumc.com 

678-744-6317 

 

Phyllis Baskin 

Office Manager 

pbaskin@northbrookumc.com 

Ext. 110 

 

Jerome Young  

Facilities Manager 

jyoung@northbrookumc.com 

Ext. 111 

  

Lori Fain 

Finance Director 

lfain@northbrookumc.com 

Ext. 109 

 

 

 

Church Office: 770-998-2000 
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NORTHBROOK UMC 

Encounter. Love. Serve. 

 

 
A Faithful United Methodist Congregation 

 

 

“Until we meet again, know that you are loved!” 
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