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01 Welcome
to the
Journey
THE PATIO
You can take this journey at your own
pace. You may travel alone or in a group.
If there are people traveling with you
please make sure they are all able to take
part, and please be respectful of those
journeying around you. During this
pilgrimage, you will cross uneven terrain,
climb stairs, and explore the campus of
Northbrook. You may travel to places you
have never been before or, at least,
haven't been in a long time.
If you feel you are unable to make the
longer journey, please make use of the
shorter prayer journey which is set up
inside.
This patio is where you will begin your
pilgrimage around the campus of
Northbrook. Close your eyes and focus
on the hard paving stones beneath your
feet. When was the last time you had
these paving stones under your feet? If
you think back, could you remember the
first time you stood in this space? As you
move about the campus, remember that
your feet are on holy ground. This place
may feel like a second home to you, and
we hope that it does. Yet, today we want
to focus on the mystery of God. We want
to marvel at the thin space where
heaven meets earth.

This property is a venue for the
community of faith we call Northbrook. It
is in this space and with these people
that so much of our faith journey is
taking place.
The doors of the Sanctuary are nearby.
We will not be going inside yet, but
outside the doors there are keys for you
to take on your journey. Collect your key
and head out to the parking lot. We have
a long way to go before we can Enter In.

02 The

Parking
Lot

Now we're in a parking lot. Why are we in
a parking lot? Surely a parking lot is the
least spiritual place on this campus.
However, two major things happen in a
parking lot: people arrive and people
depart.
People arrive here first when they visit
Northbrook’s campus. This is where their
journey begins. As you consider the
mission of this faith community, imagine
all the feet that have crossed through
this parking lot. Where do they come
from and why were they here? Were
they invited? Were they welcomed?
What did they find while they were
visiting? Did they come back?

The other thing that happens in this
parking lot is we depart to go out into
the world. Every Sunday, dress shoes,
high heels, sandals, sneakers, loafers, and
flats walk across this pavement having
been sent to carry the Good News of
Jesus Christ to the world. Blessed are the
feet that carry good news.
Take a moment to pray by yourself or
with your group focusing on the shoes
you are wearing and imagining all the
feet that will cross this holy parking lot.

03 The Northbrook House
Welcome to the Northbrook house,
campfire area, and outdoor meeting
space. If you look towards Crabapple
Road, you can see the barn from which
we sell pumpkins and Christmas trees to
the community to raise money for
missions and youth. This is a busy area. it
is a place of fun and fellowship. During
the week, preschoolers and scout groups
run through the woods. At the
Northbrook house, the Crafters and other
small groups gather.

Yet, even these trees contribute to the
ministry of Northbrook. Long ago, when
the first Temple was being dedicated in
Jerusalem, King David composed a song
which featured this verse:

Focus on these trees. They provide a
comfortable canopy, shading the grass
and making this ground less harsh than
the parking. These trees enjoy the sun
and rain provided by our Creator.

Linger a while and listen to the praise of
these trees. They are trying to tell us
something about our Lord. They are
proclaiming the glory and justice of our
God, if only we would notice.

Then the trees of the forest will shout out
joyfully before the Lord, because he is
coming to establish justice on earth!
Give thanks to the Lord because he is
good, because his faithful love endures
forever. - 1 Chronicles 16:33-34

04

The
Community
Garden

Welcome to the community garden. When you
entered this place you passed through a garden
gate. It is just another doorway we pass through
when experiencing the ministries of Northbrook.
This is a relatively new ministry of Northbrook, so
maybe you haven't even been here before. It is
remarkable that we have this resource on our
campus because Jesus had a lot to say about
gardening. A lot of the people he preached to
worked in agriculture. They were farmers, and they
were not growing food as a hobby. Many depended
on growing food as their business. Some were
subsistence farmers meaning they had to grow
everything they ate.
A good many of Jesus's parables and teachings
used gardening as an illustration. You might
remember a few of these…
“A sower went out to sow…”
“I am the vine and your are the branches…”
“If you have faith as small as a mustard seed…”
As modern people, we tend to lose some of our
connection to the food we eat. We typically don’t
see a seed sprout and grow. We don’t harvest much
of our own food.
Here is your opportunity to reflect on the miracle of
growth. Explore this garden by yourself or with your
group and find something that is growing. Is there a
teaching of Jesus you might hear differently when
you have dirt under your fingernails? God is working
in this holy place in the soil, sun, and air, and in the
very plants themselves. What is God saying to you in
this place?

05

The
Soccer
Field

Welcome to the Northbrook soccer
fields. Depending on the time of day
when you arrive, these fields might
be bustling with children. They might
be practicing with their Upward
soccer team. There is no doorway or
formal entrance to this place. Rather,
this ministry is a doorway itself into
the Northbrook faith community. We
have more than 70 children involved
in our soccer program. For many of
these families , this is the primary
way they experience the Northbrook
faith community.
We began our prayer journey on the
patio reflecting on the verse “blessed
are the feet of those who bring good
news.” Now that we've made it
halfway through our journey, I think
we can celebrate the feet of those
who carry the Good News even when
those feet are in soccer cleats.
This ministry brings the Good News
of Jesus to the very youngest
members of our community, our
children. Jesus made it abundantly
clear the children were to be a
priority, even an example of faithful
discipleship.
Take some time to reflect on all the
tiny feet that have tread this ground.
How is Jesus using this place and
these people to further His Kingdom
here on earth? How is Jesus using
you to further His Kingdom here on
earth?

06 The

Playground

Welcome to the Northbrook playground.
To enter this place you would pass
through the gate in the chain link fence.
However, let's linger here on the outside
for a moment. It might be easy for you to
imagine children playing here. You could
almost hear their happy voices, laughing
as they play.
Laughter is a special kind of ministry.
God is eager to inspire laughter in our
lives. Maybe you have experienced
laughter here at Northbrook. There are
lots of wonderful people who are eager
to share a smile. There are many
ministries designed to bring joy to those
experiencing sorrow. Cards, flowers,
phone calls, small groups, and fellowship
all bring us together when life gets
tough.

How are you
supporting the
ministries here at
Northbrook that
make people laugh
and smile?

When was the last time you laughed
because of this faith community? For
children, it might be easier to remember.
It was probably the last time they were
here. For everyone else, when was the
last time this community made you
smile? Or, when was a time that you
experienced joy from this place when
you really needed it?
Take time to thank God for the joy this
faith community brings and consider
how you can continue to support the
ministry of laughter here at Northbrook.

07

The
Hallway &
Classroom

Welcome inside. You pass through several
doorways to Enter In to this classroom.
What did you notice as you walked down
the hallways? Did you see artwork from
children? Did you see the scuff marks of
shoes on the tile floor? This building can
be a very busy place, and the marks of that
busyness are everywhere we look.
Yet, in the midst of that busyness we take
time to learn and study the word of God.
That's why we're now in a classroom. Small
groups and Bible studies, support groups,
and care ministries all meet and do their
work in this place. All doing there best to
study and practice the commandments of
our God.
And what is the greatest commandment?
When answering this question, Jesus
quotes Deuteronomy 6:4-9 which says:
Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord
is one. Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with
all your strength. These commandments
that I give you today are to be on your
hearts. Impress them on your children.
Talk about them when you sit at home
and when you walk along the road, when
you lie down and when you get up. Tie
them as symbols on your hands and bind
them on your foreheads. Write them on
the doorframes of your houses and on
your gates.

How many doorways did you pass
through on your way to this classroom?
There is still a Jewish tradition of
displaying reminders of God’s teachings
on the front doors of their home in a
small box called a Mezuzah. As you leave
this classroom, take note of the
doorways. Imagine that every door and
gate you pass through is drawing you
deeper into relationship with your
creator. Do not be distracted by the
busyness of life, but let every doorway
remind you to love the Lord your God.

08 The Music Suite
Enter in to the music suite. Music is a
vital part of our worship here at
Northbrook. We are blessed to have so
many gifted volunteers, interns, and staff
to allow this ministry to flourish. There
are so many moving parts involved in
making this ministry possible. Perhaps
you have supported this ministry with
your gifts by singing in a choir or playing
an instrument or even managing a
soundboard. Perhaps you have simply
supported this ministry by giving of your
resources and singing the hymns in
worship.
Music has been a primary form of
worship for thousands of years. When
God rescued the Israelites form Egypt by
parting the Red Sea, when Mary found
out she was pregnant with Jesus, and
when Paul and Silas were imprisoned for
preaching the Gospel, they all praised
God with hymns and songs.

It has been said that we get most of our
theology from hymns and the music we
sing. Maybe that’s true for you. Is there a
hymn or song that has special place in
your faith journey?
Here in the music suite, take time to
consider just one hymn or song that has
shaped your spiritual development. As
an individual or in your group, explore
why this particular song means so much
to you. If you are bold enough, you may
even sing a few lines in worship to our
God.

09 The Portico

As you exit the building, you Enter In to the portico and discover a space has become
more than an outdoor hallway to get you from A to B. Since we have been experiencing
the COVID pandemic, the space has become a valuable meeting area for so many
groups. Maybe you have seen children playing or Bible studies or lunch groups here.
Every inch of our facilities are used every week, especially this portico.
This space is sort of like the courtyard outside the Temple that we learn about in the
Bible. The courtyard was a vibrant meeting space where people would pray and learn.
The courtyard was as far as non-Jews were allowed to Enter In the temple complex. It
was the outermost space, and people had to pass through door after door to Enter In to
the most holy spaces of the Temple.
You have been on a small pilgrimage around Northbrook’s campus. Before we Enter In
to the sanctuary, take a moment here to reflect on what has the Holy Spirit taught you
so far. Explore, with your group or by yourself, how God might be calling you to more
faithful discipleship.
pn

10 The Sanctuary Narthex
"For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country,
who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them. And to
one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each
according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey.
Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them,
and made another five talents. And likewise he who had received two
gained two more also. But he who had received one went and dug in
the ground, and hid his lord’s money. After a long time the lord of those
servants came and settled accounts with them.
”So he who had received five talents came and brought five other
talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have
gained five more talents besides them.’ His lord said to him, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will
make you ruler over many things. Enter In to the joy of your lord.’ He
also who had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered
to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.’
His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have
been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things.
Enter In to the joy of your lord.
- Matthew 25:14-23
When you began this prayer walk, you were given a key as a tool to
focus your prayers. Though this prayer walk is nearly over, you journey
in faith with Jesus Christ is far from done. This key will go with you
when you leave this place as a reminder of God's calling on your life.
Hold this key in your hand as you gaze on the doors of this Sanctuary.
Consider all the doorways, gateways, and pathways you have
experienced on this journey. Think back on all the memories and
ministries that have taken place here because of the generosity of
those who walked this road before you.
God has given you gifts and resources. God has showed us eternal
generosity by providing for our daily needs and our eternal salvation.
Now, God is inviting you on a new journey on the pathway of giving.
You hold the key to your own generosity.
How will you move forward and live generously as you enter into this
holy space? Take time to reflect on what God is calling you towards as
you approach the altar.

11

The Altar

When we truly invest ourselves into
the work of our Father and what really
matters to Him... we Enter In to the joy
of our Lord.
Each of us holds the key to responding
faithfully. Imagine what it would look
like for our whole community of faith
to join together in investing in our
church's future.
You are invited to pray here at the
altar. You may leave a tag on our
prayer tree, too. Reflect and thank God
for all the blessings you have received.
Consider what new steps of
faithfulness God is calling you towards.

Psalm 119:33-40
Teach me, Lord, the way of your decrees,
that I may follow it to the end.
Give me understanding, so that I may
keep your law
and obey it with all my heart.
Direct me in the path of your commands,
for there I find delight.
Turn my heart toward your statutes
and not toward selfish gain.
Turn my eyes away from worthless things;
preserve my life according to your word.
Fulfill your promise to your servant,
so that you may be feared.
Take away the disgrace I dread,
for your laws are good.
How I long for your precepts!
In your righteousness preserve my life.

12 The Way Home

The final step on your journey is the drive
you will make back home. Resist the
temptation to put on the radio, and
ponder this experience. If you are with a
group of people, discuss things with them.
What station did you find most
meaningful and why?
Where do you believe God to be
affirming what you are already doing to
support Northbrook?
How do you think God is calling you to
live differently because of this journey
and what's standing in your way?
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