
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Substitution 
Jesus Takes Our Place 

 
Ransom 

Jesus Sets Us Free 
 

Moral Example 
Jesus Shows Us How to Live 

 
Reconciliation 

Jesus Restores Our Relationship 
with God and Each Other 

 
Offers Forgiveness 

Jesus Makes Us Clean 
 

Gives Us Victory 
Jesus Gives Power Over Sin and Death 

 
  



Ash Wednesday, March 2, 2022 
 Rev. Laurie Moeller – Senior Pastor  

 
In 2014, I was appointed to serve a church in Suwanee which had a very large 
cemetery in the front. In fact, the cemetery was all you could see as you 
approached the church and everyone in the community referred to us as the 
church with the big cemetery. I was so distraught before I even met the people of 
the church-fearing the cemetery defined the ministry to which I was being 
appointed. A dear friend and mentor who is a Sister of St. Benedict, trying to offer 
encouragement, reminded me of the words in the Rule of St. Benedict: "keep 
death ever before your eyes."  I can assure you that those words were not 
comforting in the least. But they have stuck with me. 
  
St. Benedict was a monk who lived in the 5th century and compiled a book of 76 
rules to live by for those who sought to be faithful to Jesus Christ. The fourth 
chapter or rule, entitled, “tools for good works,” focuses on simple ways we live in 
community, loving another and remembering that we are mortal, that we have 
not long in this life, and therefore do not get distracted by silly things that do not 
matter. Focus on what does!   
  
As you begin this Lenten journey, with the sign of ashes smudged on your 
forehead, keep death ever before your eyes. These ashes that represent our 
death help to put our life in perspective. We must let go of many things, many 
distractions, many grudges, and many opinions that stand between us and true 
life in Jesus Christ. Every time I drove into the church parking lot past the 
cemetery, I remembered that death is essential to living for Jesus and necessary 
for allowing Jesus to live within us. We are nothing and can do nothing without 
Him. And as I walked into the church building, I discovered that great life lived 
there! 
  



Thursday, March 3, 2022 
Gerald Scott – Usher and Serendipity Class 

 
“I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I 
do. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. For what I do 
is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do – this I keep on 
doing.” - Romans 7:15-16, 18b-19 CEB 
 
For many of us in the Christian community, Lent is a time of giving up something. 
For most, it’s candy, ice cream, or something else that we enjoy as a treat but can 
easily live without…more of an inconvenience rather than a sacrifice. 
 
This year, instead of giving up sweets or your favorite food or beverage, resolve to 
give up one or more of your bad habits for Lent. 
 
Give up negative thinking. Refrain from criticizing those whose beliefs – religious 
or political – are different from yours. Rather than criticizing or looking down 
upon those who are different in appearance, ethnicity, lifestyle, or economic 
status, resolve to get to know someone who fits one or more of these categories. 
You may find they’re not that much different from you. They might even have the 
same hopes and dreams. 
 
It won’t be easy to change our behavior or give up our bad habits but sacrificing 
was never meant to be easy. It wasn’t easy for God to sacrifice His only Son for 
your sins and mine. 
 
Even if you can’t do it for 40 days, try it for just one day…then two…then 
three… This will be more Christ-like than anything else you might give up for Lent. 
 
St. Francis of Assisi said, “The deeds you do today may be the only sermon some 
people will hear today.” 
 
Lord God, our Heavenly Father, help us to be more understanding of others, more 
tolerant of those who are different. Give us strength to overcome our evil thoughts 
and habits. Help us to bring others to You through our actions rather than our 
words. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen. 
 
  



Friday, March 4, 2022 
Lorin Tate – Director of Children’s Ministry  

 
Welcome to the season of Lent. It is a joy and privilege to engage in this season 
together as a congregation. Lent is the season of 40 days, not including Sundays, 
leading up to Easter. It is a time to examine our own hearts, to fast or give 
something up, and to work on our relationship with God. I have memories of 
giving up chocolate or mac ‘n cheese as a child. While that did help me grow in 
the Fruits of the Spirit of patience, self-control, and joy, we truly fast as a way to 
grow closer to God and remove the distractions or, as Mr. Gerald said, the bad 
habits that get in the way of living out our faith.  
 
We remember that God wants us to have a personal faith - one in which we know 
God intimately. We can only do that through time spent with God. So, as we begin 
this journey, let’s be honest with ourselves about what we are prioritizing with 
our time and energy. How can we be intentional about spending time with God 
this season? You’re already off to a great start. You’re here participating in this 
devotional time.  
 
Now, what can you give up, fast, turn away from this season to make more room 
to grow with God? People of all ages can reflect on this and participate in this 
spiritual practice. If you have children at home, invite them to make a timeline of 
their day or draw a clock and label what they do at different times. Where is God 
in there? Is there dedicated quiet time? Dedicated study time? Do you pray 
continuously throughout the day? Do you participate in worship in the car? Notice 
what you are spending your time on. For each item, ask - how can I see God in 
this? How am I showing God that I value our relationship? What is something that 
you can take off that timeline or clock and put God in its place?  
 
These next few weeks, you’re encouraged to make some extra time for God. Hold 
yourself accountable. Make a sticker chart if you need to get into a healthy habit. 
See how it might impact your life and your relationship with God.  
  



Saturday March 5, 2022 
Christine Sine, “A Centering Prayer for Lent from Godspace 
Inspired by Isaiah 58: 1-12 
 

 
Dear God, 
 
We have chosen to fast 
Not with ashes but with actions 
Not with sackcloth but in sharing 
Not in thoughts but in deeds 
We will give up our abundance 
To share our food with the hungry 
We will give up our comfort 
To provide homes for the destitute 
We will give up our fashions 
To see the naked clothed 
We will share where others hoard 
We will free where others oppress 
We will heal where others harm 
Then God’s light will break out on us 
God’s healing will quickly appear 
God will guide us always 
God’s righteousness will go before us 
We will find our joy in the Lord 
We will be like a well-watered garden 
We will be called repairers of broken walls 
Together we will feast at God’s banquet table 
 
Amen. 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 

Substitution 
Jesus Takes Our Place 

  



Sunday, March 6, 2022 
Craig Hill – Guatemalan Missionary and Circuit Rider Class 

 
You were called to this kind of endurance, because Christ suffered on your behalf. 
He left you an example so that you might follow in his footsteps. - 1 Peter 2:21 CEB 
 
The Book of Peter is speaking predominantly to the converted Jews who are being 
persecuted. The second chapter talks about how we should submit to authority. 
This verse starts giving us an example of Jesus’ submission to authority. Christ said 
that following him was not going to be easy. He told the disciples they would die a 
martyr’s death. How is it that we like to think that living a Christian life is simply 
being a good person and going to church? Throughout the New Testament the 
Bible says it will be difficult. 
 
 Fernando Misteco is our Guatemalan ministry partner. He grew up in Alotenango, 
a community outside Antigua, Guatemala. His family was Catholic. Being Catholic 
in Guatemala is different than in the US. It is a generational cultural status. The 
Catholic church is entwined with the Mayan traditions. When he was about 16 
years old, he felt like his heart was empty and that he did not know God. He 
began to seek God outside the Catholic church. He started going to the 
evangelical (protestant) church by himself. There he found the love of Jesus. He 
went to tell his family and they would not have any part of it. His family did 
everything they could to get Fernando to not go to the evangelical church. After 
several attempts, they excommunicated him. He was never to set foot in their 
household. I know this is hard to understand for us. Fernando’s love for Jesus was 
so great that he had to give up his family to pursue his relationship with Christ. 
Fernando is now married with seven children and two grandchildren. He and his 
oldest son are ordained pastors. They do not have a church but believe that their 
ministry is to be the hands and feet of Christ in the communities.  
 
In the verse it says we have been called. What does this mean to you? Should all 
Christians suffer and what does suffering look like? Where did Jesus’s footsteps 
lead him? Who is in authority over Jesus?  
  



Monday, March 7, 2022 
Jennifer Smalley 

 
All have sinned and fall short of God’s glory. - Romans 3:23 CEB 
 
Early in my faith journey I remember reading, “For all have sinned…” and pausing. 
Why all? Why do we all sin? The disappointing answer is that we can (and do) 
choose to sin when we exercise the free will that God has given us.  
 
We should then examine the definition of sin. What is sin? A simple answer is 
anything that separates us from God. Sin occurs any time I ignore God’s will and 
defer to my own wishes or make any choice that moves me farther away from 
God. I have sinned when I have failed to love God or my neighbor, withheld the 
patience or kindness that would show someone how Jesus lived, or ignored a 
whisper in my soul from the Holy Spirit to act or to be silent.  
 
After reaching the obvious conclusion that I have sinned, must I admit that I have 
fallen short of the glory of God? Yes. My sin is a dark stain that cannot exist in the 
same space as the majesty, power, and holiness that is the glory of God. 
 
If sin separates me from God, how do I remove the stain? Recognize my sin, 
repent of my sin, and acknowledge my need for a savior. My only response can be 
to kneel before the cross.  
 
The bad news - all have sinned. 
 
The good news - God had a plan for salvation through Christ.  
 
  



Tuesday, March 8, 2022 
Kara Peters – Mosaic Class and Preschool Mom  

 
God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his 
blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, 
because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished. 
- Romans 3:25 NIV 
 
Ever since I was a little kid, I’ve been taught that God sent His one and only Son, 
Jesus Christ, to die on the cross for us. However, it wasn’t until I was much older 
that I actually began to grasp the significance of this sacrifice. God is a powerful 
God. He’s righteous, omniscient, almighty, and loving. Alternatively, He is just and 
requires retribution and redemption for our sins. It is only through the blood of 
Jesus Christ that we can be atoned. God crucified His only Son (His perfect and 
sinless Son) so that we can one day enter the gates of Heaven.  
 
God sacrificed His beloved, punishing Jesus for our sins from the beginning of 
time and evermore. In exchange, He asks that we have faith and trust in His mercy 
and the blood of Christ. We must accept this priceless gift and have faith in Him. 
It’s an overwhelming and awe-inspiring concept that gives Christians’ faith, hope, 
and justice. God has not ignored our sins or looked idly by, but instead presented 
His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior, to accept His wrath and justice for the 
sins of the world. Thanks be to God, and I pray that our Church and community 
have faith this Lent and Easter season.  
 
  



Wednesday, March 9, 2022 
Warren Lanier – Brown Baggers and Fellowship Class 

 
Through his faithfulness, God displayed Jesus as the place of sacrifice where mercy 
is found by faith in his blood. - Romans 3:25 CEB 
 
This Lenten thought begins at our bird feeder, strangely. I watched the feeder 
during these cold mornings and noted that the variety of birds can rapidly deplete 
the quantity of seeds. Consider that those birds, of all sizes, live in faith. Yes, in 
FAITH, that God will tell them when cold weather approaches - and He does just 
that! Secondly, that some kind bird lover will fill and refill the feeder until the 
weather danger is past. This is a simplistic view but it points out this is not only 
faith but also trust - for those small creatures the seed offers survival! 
 
Selected scriptures and hymns have come to be the firm foundation that 
undergirds everything else in my life. Opening verses of Hebrews 1:1-3 are key. 
From J. B. Phillips Modern English translation, “now FAITH means that we have 
full confidence in the things we hope for; it means being certain of things we 
cannot see… that the world which we can see has come into being through what 
is invisible.”  This reminds me of the flock of small birds. Consider the special 
affirmation found in Philippians 4 :6-7 (NIV), “Do not be anxious about anything, - 
- the peace of God will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  With all 
the chaos in our world, surely, I need this passage each day. 
 
For weeks two pieces of music have buzzed in my head. One is “Hallelujah, What 
a Savior.”  The third stanza states “hallelujah, praise to the one / Whose blood has 
pardoned me / oh what a Savior, Redeemer and King / Your Love has rescued 
me.”  The second piece, a long-time favorite, is “Give Me Jesus.” I was in tears 
with the rendition offered in worship by the young man in our choir a few months 
ago. The UMC’s blog, History of Hymns, traces this spiritual to the music of 
enslaved Africans, stating, “although the slaves undoubtedly desired, at some 
level, just a few of the simple pleasures, they realized that without Christ all the 
luxuries the world could offer mean nothing.” Another writer in the blog offers, 
“anyone who knows Jesus knows that He’s everything.” Would that we - 
individually and collectively - take this with us throughout Lent and the special 
events of Easter.            
                       



Thursday, March 10, 2022 
Rykie du Plessis – Church Council and Agape Class 
  

The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor 
forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.  
- Deuteronomy 31:8 NIV 
  
Recently I attended a women’s conference to benefit HIV/AIDS patients. The 
attendees were asked to write cards of encouragement to present to 
beneficiaries. I wrote two cards the night before, quoting Deuteronomy 31:8 on 
the outside and writing words of encouragement on the inside. 
  
While listening to the main speaker, she told us about her recent cancer diagnosis 
and how God used a situation in her community to make her aware that she 
doesn’t like to accept help. That changed her to appreciate and accept the 
support of her community. She then quoted Deuteronomy 31:8 as being one of 
the verses God used to encourage her. Later in her talk, she mentioned that 
sometimes God lets us experience “glimmers of grace” by showing us the impact 
of our actions. I felt that was my “glimmer of grace.” 
  
I went up to her afterwards to tell her that Deuteronomy 31:8 is the exact verse I 
put on my cards and how much it means to me. And just like her, I am also a 
breast cancer survivor. She just looked at me and said, “Want to hear a crazy 
story? I was not going to quote that verse but just had to do it this morning.” 
  
A glimpse of grace indeed. What a great God we serve. 
 
  



Friday, March 11, 2022 
Lorin Tate – Director of Children’s Ministry  

 
 
This week, we have been reflecting on the sacrifice that Jesus made on our behalf 
- how he took our place and took on the punishment we deserved. While that 
concept can be hard to grapple with, Magrey R. DeVega, author of the Savior 
study we are using, reminds us that this evokes a response of gratitude within us.  
 
During Lent, we often commit to taking on spiritual practices that draw us near to 
God. Children of God of all ages can participate in the spiritual practice of 
gratitude. Today, you are encouraged to be intentional about a time of 
thankfulness with God. Maybe this looks like a simple prayer – “thank you, God.” 
Maybe you go around the dinner table and share that for which you are thankful. 
Maybe you write a thank you card to God. However it might look for you and your 
family, take time to say thank you to God.  
 
Dear God, thank you for loving me. I make mistakes and don’t always follow you 
or act in the way that I should. Forgive me. Thank you for your love and your 
forgiveness. Amen. 
 
  



Saturday, March 12, 2022 
Rev. Kena Newkirk – Associate Pastor of Family Ministries 

 
 
Jesus, 
 
We pause now to open our eyes just a little wider, like we do when there’s just not 
enough light. We are looking. We are waiting. We are searching to see you, to 
discover you in the places we had not noticed you before.  
 
We know that you have taken our place. Your place was in heaven, beside the 
right hand of God. Your place was before all creation, and until the end of all time. 
Your place was a place of honor and glory and worship. 
 
Now, you have taken our place in the dust and grit of human existence. You suffer 
with us under the painful burden that sin has caused. You shun the temptation in 
our world that has so easily entangled us. You have taken our place in the dust 
and grit of human existence. You have taken our place on the cross. 
 
Lord, where else have you taken our place? Where else might we see and hear and 
serve you? In the poor and hungry and naked and oppressed and imprisoned, we 
see, too, that you have taken our place. Lord, have mercy as we have mercy for 
one another. Show us where you have taken our place. 
 
Amen. 
  



 
 
 

Ransom 
Jesus Sets Us Free 

 
  



Sunday, March 13, 2022 
Rev. Sara Armstrong – Financial Admin and Friendship Class 

 
The Lord God’s spirit is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me. He has sent 
me to bring good news to the poor, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
release for captives, and liberation for prisoners. - Isaiah 61:1 CEB 
 
Isaiah was a poet and prophet who wrote eloquently about the present and 
future of Israel. He wrote of wars, strife, invasions, and flights into exile. 
Uncertain times, war, and rumors of war abounded. Isaiah says God will prevail 
and bring the Israelites back home, but the people must be obedient to God’s 
teachings no matter what happens around them.  
 
In Chapter 61, he lays out the pathway for the faithful, detailing what they must 
do to receive God’s favor. It is a familiar refrain - help the poor, console those 
who mourn, lift the downtrodden, bring hope to the abused. Don’t be distracted 
by false gods or promises of wealth and power. No matter what is happening in 
the world around us, as people of God our mission is the same.  
 
This message is as relevant to us as it was to the Israelites of Isaiah’s time. The 
players are different, but the game is the same. The invasion of the virus sent us 
into exile from friends and community. We became isolated, afraid, and 
suspicious. Some believers turned towards their faith and others turned away. 
 
Now, as we return home from the separation of pandemic, Lent is the ideal time 
for reflection and rededication. God’s good news is still the same. Our duty to 
proclaim that good news remains our priority.  
 
  



Monday, March 14, 2022 
Rev. Kena Newkirk – Associate Pastor of Family Ministries 

 
Therefore, we were buried together with him through baptism into his death, so 
that just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we 
too can walk in the newness of life. - Romans 6:4 CEB 
 
In November 2019, my husband and I traveled to Jesus’ baptism site by the 
Jordan River. The river has moved locations over the years and now runs about a 
hundred yards east of the traditional spot due to earthquakes and irrigation from 
farming. You can still visit the ruins of the Byzantine church built there to 
commemorate the former location. 
 
When we visited, our Jordanian tour guide took a particular interest in us. We 
chatted with him a good bit. When it came time for the tour to move along, he 
told us to hang back so we could duck under the rope and walk down into the 
dried-up riverbed, typically off-limits to tourists. “Go down the steps, look to 
Jerusalem and make a wish,” he said with a wink. I couldn’t believe our good 
fortune. 
  
When we were alone, we walked down into the riverbed. We then turned our 
eyes toward Jerusalem and prayed for our unborn child. I was ten weeks pregnant 
at the time. When Jonah was baptized, we mixed a few tablespoons of water 
from the Jordan River into the baptismal font.  
  
Baptism is a gift from God, and in baptism we participate in Christ’s death and 
resurrection. I will raise my son with the knowledge that he is God’s beloved, that 
there is nothing he can do to earn the gift of grace, and that God finds pleasure 
when each of us lives authentically in Christ.  
  
As you read this devotion, I hope to remind you of the same beautiful truths. 
Remember: you are God’s beloved, there is nothing that you can do to earn God’s 
grace, and God takes pleasure when you live authentically in Christ.  
  



Tuesday, March 15, 2022 
Neil Kunavarapu – 5th Grade Student  

 
Therefore, if the Son makes you free, you really will be free.  
- John 8:36 CEB 
 
When the son of God makes you free of sin you will live a joyful and long life. You 
do not need to worry about appeasing other people or doing rituals. Jesus already 
paid the cost for our freedom by dying on the cross. 
 
God will forgive your sins if you ask for forgiveness as many times. His love is 
forever, and he forgives his children for all their sins. He doesn’t keep tallies of all 
the sins we committed but forgives them. The verse is talking about freedom 
from sin and not freedom from bondage. We are not slaves of others, but we are 
slaves of sin, until God frees us from sin.  
 
You can only be free if you believe in the son of God. When God makes you free 
you don’t need permission from others to be free. Only God has the power and 
the right to set us free. God has the power to set anyone free like the rich, poor, 
man, woman, and children as long as they believe in God. Our freedom comes 
from God who helps us to be free from bad feelings of anger, violence, jealousy, 
pride, and selfishness. Once you are free of these bad feelings, we make room for 
joy. 
 
The verse also means that I am free to share about God, so that others can be set 
free by God. God said to be fishers of men, so we are free to spread the word and 
make more disciples. 
 
The verse tells me that Jesus has the power to forgive our sins and provide us 
salvation. This tells us to live peacefully, affectionately, modestly, and a confident 
life trusting in God. 
 
Dear God, you help us every day in our lives, and we thank you so much. Thank 
you for setting us free from sin and forgiving them. Amen. 
  



Wednesday, March 16, 2022 
Rev. Kena Newkirk – Associate Pastor of Family Ministries 

 
Creation itself will be set free from slavery to decay and brought into the glorious 
freedom of God’s children. - Romans 8:20 CEB 
 
Creation itself will be set free! 
 
We humans are self-centered. Whenever we tell the story of the Gospel, we focus 
on how the grace of God can set a person free from sin and death. And that’s 
true! However, a lot of times, we lose sight of the cosmic redemption that is 
offered in Jesus Christ. Redemption that is for everything God has created. 
 
God proclaimed all creation good at the beginning of time. Then, humanity 
sinned. The disobedience of the first humans sent shock waves throughout all 
creation. Land and sea, animals, birds, and fish all felt the effects of humanity’s 
rebellion. Consider that in Genesis 4, the ground is cursed to bare thorns and be 
difficult to manage because of Adam and Eve’s actions. From that time on, 
creation has been fracturing. Storms, droughts, and earthquakes all are symptoms 
of a world riddled with sin. 
 
Praise be to the Lord that creation itself is set free from slavery and decay by the 
power of Christ. Isaiah 11 even reminds us that animals which once preyed upon 
one another will live in harmony. May we all look forward to the day when Jesus' 
reign will be realized on earth and peace will rule all creation.  
  



Thursday, March 17, 2022 
Rev. Kena Newkirk – Associate Pastor of Family Ministries 

 
The Feast Day of Saint Patrick has become popular in secular culture, serving as a 
celebration of Irish heritage. Irish immigrants were treated poorly when they first 
arrived in America, and Saint Patrick was a way to reclaim some pride in their 
homeland.  
 
Saint Patrick was born a Roman citizen in Britain and was captured by pirates and 
enslaved in Ireland for six years. He worked as a shepherd, and his faith grew 
through prayer. Eventually, he escaped and returned home, only to realize that 
God had called him to be a missionary to the Irish. He traveled back to Ireland to 
preach the Gospel. He meshed Celtic tradition with Christian theology to help 
them understand the message of Jesus, using the three-leaf clover to illustrate 
the Trinity. 
 
His missionary work not only included founding churches and monasteries but 
expanding literacy across the island. God transformed the Irish people from a 
loose collection of warring tribes to a rich civilization of learning and worship 
while maintaining their ethnic heritage and parts of their culture.  
 
Saint Patrick is credited with this prayer which has been meaningful to 
generations of Christians:  
 
As I arise today, may the strength of God pilot me, the power of God uphold me, 
the wisdom of God guide me. May the eye of God look before me, the ear of God 
hear me, the word of God speak for me. May the hand of God protect me, the way 
of God lie before me, the shield of God defend me, the host of God save me. May 
Christ shield me today. Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ 
in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ on my right, Christ on my left, 
Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit, Christ when I stand, Christ in the heart of 
everyone who thinks of me, Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me, 
Christ in every eye that sees me, Christ in every ear that hears me. Amen. 
 
  



Friday, March 18, 2022 
Lorin Tate – Director of Children’s Ministry  

 
 
This week, we are reflecting on how Christ releases us from that which keeps us 
confined (DeVega, Savior). What does it mean to be free? You are invited to 
creatively respond to God’s grace this week. We remember that God is creative 
and that we are made to be creative too.  
 
You might –  
 

• Listen to “O, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” by David Crowder and 
respond by drawing images or writing a reflection.  

• Create your own song of praise and thankfulness for how God has set you 
free from sin and burdens.  

• Write an acrostic poem. Write out the word “freedom” down the left side 
of your paper. Write down a word for each letter in the word “freedom” 
that reflects the freedom you receive from God.  

• What is weighing on your heart? What do you feel confines you? What is 
holding you down? What sin is present in your life? Write it down on a 
piece of paper, crumble it up, and throw it away. Ask God for forgiveness or 
presence in that situation and know that it is true. God is with you. God 
forgives you. God sets you free.  

 
Dear God, we are thankful that you create us to be creative. Thank you for this 
time to reflect on your grace and forgiveness. Help us to know that you truly set us 
free. We respond with gratitude. Thank you, Lord. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Saturday, March 19, 2022 
Rev. Kena Newkirk – Associate Pastor of Family Ministries 
 

 
Holy God,  
 
Too often we lose sight of what freedom really means. Maybe it’s because we 
don’t truly understand what imprisonment means. Is it freedom to work more 
than 60 hours a week yet never make it out of debt? Is it freedom to be fearful of 
the authorities simply because of the color of one’s skin? Is it freedom to labor 
under the pain of chronic illness without the promise of relief? Is it freedom to 
wonder where one’s next meal will come from or where one will sleep tonight or 
how one will afford the light bill? 
 
No, it is not. There is so much in this world that keeps us shackled. But in your 
glory, we experience our glory. Liberation from the power of sin and death. Oh 
death, where, oh where, is your sting? 
 
Since we are now spiritually free in Christ, let us use both hands to join God’s work 
of Liberation. God the Father anointed Jesus Christ to proclaim good news to the 
poor, to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set 
at liberty those who are oppressed. May we go, by the power of the Spirit, to do 
likewise.  
 
Amen. 
 
  



 
 

 
Moral Example 
Jesus Shows Us How to Live 

  



Sunday, March 20, 2022 
Brenda Simpson – Church Council and Serendipity Class 

 
This is how we know love: Jesus laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down 
our lives for our brothers and sisters. - 1 John 3:16 CEB 
  
My earliest memory of church was associated with love. Maybe it was because 
the first song I learned was “Jesus Loves.”  It seems like we sang it every Sunday in 
Sunday school. Yes, we sang other songs, but it is the one I remember fondly. It 
was the one that spoke to me. It was the one that I fully understood. The words 
were clear and needed no explanation. 
 
We memorized many Bible verses. I don’t remember most of them, but I do 
remember John 3:16. I remember this verse because I was told it tells the entire 
Bible story. The Bible tells us God is the Father of creation; I am a child of God and 
God is love. God’s love is boundless...there is enough for every single one of us. 
God’s love is not based on who you are or what you’ve done...it is unconditional 
and requires nothing in return.  
 
Scripture tells us the world was condemned, and God saved us by sending his Son 
to die for our sins. All that is required of us as Christians is to believe...the promise 
is life everlasting. 
 
The promise of eternal life is powerful for me and central to Christians 
everywhere! 
  



Monday, March 21, 2022 
Sarah Swanner – Mosaic Class 

  
If someone has enough money to live well and sees a brother or sister in need 
but shows no compassion-how can God’s love be in that person?  - 1 John 3:17 
NLT  
 
If we breeze through this scripture, one could say, “I give to those in need—I give 
to the church, I pray for those displaced by tragedy, I donate items and canned 
goods to the kids’ schools.” If we do these and similar acts, we can check “Show 
God’s Love” off our to-do list, right?  
 
God asks us not only to give to others with our gifts and prayers but to show 
compassion as well. In this world, it can be easy for us to do the acts we feel we 
ought to but harden our hearts when we are asked to show compassion. When 
we open our hearts, grant forgiveness, freely accept and show grace, we let God’s 
love shine through us and allow others to experience the fullness of God’s love. 
Showing compassion isn’t always easy and can be extremely hard. Let us focus on 
God’s everlasting love for us and remember that He will always give us the 
strength we need.  
 
Let’s keep offering our acts of help to those in need, not forgetting to also offer 
compassion openly, allowing God’s love to shine.  
 
Heavenly Father, be with us today as we navigate how to give to those in need 
with both our gifts and our compassion. Guide our thoughts and actions so that 
when we encounter others, they feel the fullness of Your great love. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 
  



Tuesday, March 22, 2022 
Leslie Bowers – Director of Worship Arts 

  
Little children, let’s not love with words or speech but with action and truth. - 1 
John 3:18 CEB 
  
When I was a teenager, I spent many hours swooning over the love songs on the 
radio. I remember dreaming of the day when someone would write words of 
emotion and adoration for me like that. “Please Don’t Go, Girl” sung by Joey 
McIntyre still strikes a chord with my middle school heart.  
 
However, this December, Drew and I will hit 20 years married and I’ve learned a 
thing or two about expressions of love. Drew definitely gets me funny Valentine 
and Mother’s Day cards with schmoopie words of love in them and says he loves 
me multiple times each day. But the real ways I know Drew loves me?  He brings 
me coffee on a bad day. He hugs me when I cry because I’m overwhelmed. He 
laughs at my jokes. He is trustworthy and dependable. I desire his words of love, 
but if that was all I ever got, I’m not sure I would believe them. 
 
Jesus preached, for certain. He used words regularly and to large crowds of 
people, but he changed lives by healing people, including people, and valuing 
people. Zacchaeus wasn’t changed because Jesus spoke his name, but rather 
because Jesus was willing to share a meal with him. The woman at the well might 
not have been open to Jesus’s words if he hadn’t first shared a drink with her. 
Again and again, Jesus spoke love, taught love, preached love, but he changed 
lives, and, eventually, the world by BEING love. May we be led to do the same. 
  



Wednesday, Mar 23, 2022 
Trey Kinney – Church Council and Bridge Class  

  
When Jesus finished these words, the crowds were amazed at his teaching 
because he was teaching them like someone with authority.  
- Matthew 7:28-29 CEB 
  
What voices are WE listening to?  Today’s verse follows Jesus’ famous Sermon on 
the Mount where he covers topics like judging others, asking, seeking, knocking, 
narrow and wide gates, true and false prophets or disciples, and wise and foolish 
builders. He gives everyone who hears him a lot to think about. But he also 
astounds them because he taught them as one having authority. This was very 
different from the scribes they were used to hearing from. 
 
This makes me think of all the voices in our lives today. Who do we listen to?  Our 
“friends” on social media? The 24-hour news channels? The authorities or 
“scribes” of our time who have all the answers?  Maybe, it’s the voices inside our 
heads telling us we aren’t good enough, we don’t have what it takes, we can’t 
measure up?  Maybe we listen to the “serpent” like Eve did in the creation story 
tempting us to stray from an intimate relationship with God.  
Despite all these competing voices, we should seek to hear the authority of God’s 
voice and rest in the fact that we are the person God has created, made in his 
image, loves, values, and accepts. 
 
God, please help me to quiet my mind, tune out the noise, and rest in the peace of 
your presence and authority. Amen. 
  
  



Thursday, March 24, 2022 
Burke Juday – 1st Grade Student   

  
In the same way, let your light shine before people, so they can see the good 
things you do and praise your Father who is in heaven. 
 -Matthew 5:16 CEB 
  
Light helps people see in the dark. Sometimes people feel dark inside - if they’re 
sad or they scrape their knee, maybe a bully showed up, or maybe someone died, 
or they are lonely. Maybe we can share a toy, make a card, or give some flowers. 
Our light inside us helps others see in the dark. God is that light inside us. When 
we let our light shine, it allows God to shine through us and reminds us that we 
are not alone. 
  
Dear God, let my light shine bright so others can see and know you love them. 
Amen. 
  
  
  



Friday, March 25, 2022 
Lorin Tate – Director of Children’s Ministry  

 
Love is patient, love is kind, it isn’t jealous, it doesn’t brag, it isn’t arrogant, it isn’t rude, it 
doesn’t seek its own advantage, it isn’t irritable, it doesn’t keep a record of complaints, it isn’t 
happy with injustice, but it is happy with the truth. Love puts up with all things, trusts in all 
things, hopes for all things, endures all things. Love never fails.” - 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 CEB 
 
This week, we have reflected on how Jesus shows us to live. We see how we can fully reflect 
the image of God, the love of God, through Christ. As fellow disciples of Jesus, we, too, are 
called to love one another. It is by our love that others will know we are disciples. It is by our 
love that others will know the grace of God. It is by our love that others will know God.  
  
To love like Jesus is hard. While 1 Corinthians 13 is quoted often, when we truly reflect on it, we 
realize that this kind of love is beyond our human capacity. It is a love that we can only possess 
and live out with the help of Jesus.  
  
How can you live out love today, this week, this Lenten season? How can you love your family, 
classmates, coworkers, or friends?  How can you love your neighbors, stranger, the 
marginalized, and your enemies?  
  
Jesus reminds us time and time again to love our neighbors, love the excluded, and to love our 
enemies. We are called to live a sacrificial love like Jesus. Find at least one way to live out love 
this week and have someone hold you accountable to that. 
  
Additional Family Activity Recommendations:  
• Tape hearts onto your children’s doors affirming who they are - especially in ways that they reflect the 

image of God and love others.  
• Practice looking up “love” in the appendix at the back of the Bible. Note Old or New Testament and chapter 

and verse numbers. 
• Play snowman (like hangman)- write out love verses with missing words with blanks for each letter of the 

word. Have kids guess the letters, if they get a letter wrong, draw one element for the snowman. 
o By this everyone will know you are my _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (disciples), if you _ _ _ _ (love) one another. John 

13:35  
o He replied, “You must love the Lord your God with all your _ _ _ _ _, (heart) with all your _ _ _ _ _, (being) 

and with all your _ _ _ _ (mind.) Matthew 22:37  
o You must love your _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (neighbor) as you love yourself. Matthew 22:39  



      Saturday, March 26, 2022 

Dr. Howard Thruman in Conversations with God: Two Centuries of 
Prayers by African Americans  
(Language Updated) 

 
Dear God, 
 
I need Your sense of time. Always, I have an underlying anxiety about things. 
Sometimes I am in a hurry to achieve my ends and am completely without 
patience. It is hard for me to realize that some growth is slow, that not all 
processes are swift. I cannot discriminate between what takes time to develop and 
what can be rushed because my sense of time is dulled. O to understand the 
meaning of perspective that I may do all things with a profound sense of leisure of 
time. 
 
I need Your sense of order. The confusion of the details of living is sometimes 
overwhelming. The little things keep getting in my way, providing ready-made 
excuses for failure to do and be what I know I ought to do and be. Much time is 
spent on things that are not very important while significant things are put in an 
insignificant place in my scheme of order. I must unscramble my affairs so that my 
life will become order. O God, I need Your sense of order. 
 
I need Your sense of the future. Teach me to know that life is ever on the side of 
the future. Keep alive in me the future look, the high hope. Let me not be frozen 
either by the past or the present. Grant me, O Patient One, Your sense of the 
future without which all life would sicken and die.  
 
Amen. 
  
  
  



 
 
 

Reconciliation 
Jesus Restores Our Relationship with God & 

Each Other 
  



 
Sunday, March 27, 2022 
Rev. Kena Newkirk – Associate Pastor of Family Ministries 

  
All of these new things are from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ 
and who gave us the ministry of reconciliation.  
- 2 Corinthians 5:18 CEB 
  
What is a ministry of reconciliation? Here at Northbrook, we don’t typically refer 
to any of our ministries by this name. We have Children’s Ministry, Mission’s 
Ministries, and Worship Ministries, but not Reconciling Ministries, though maybe 
we should? 
 
The Methodist tradition recognizes that the world is both beautifully made and 
badly broken. The ties that bound humanity to God are tattered. The threads that 
connected neighbor to neighbor are terribly frayed by the power of sin. It is as if 
all creation is a beautiful tapestry, shredded by pain and suffering.  
  
This tapestry can only be restored through the process of reconciliation. Jesus 
entered the world as the means by which we are all reconciled to God. Jesus is 
like the master weaver. He moves needle and thread in and out of the broken 
seams, putting the world back together again. 
  
We are called to be instruments of reconciliation. We are called to be sharp 
needles and strong thread guided by the hand of the master weaver. God asks us 
to move back and forth, in relationship with one another, putting the tapestry 
back together again. The work of reconciliation is perhaps best captured by the 
words attributed to Saint Francis of Assisi: 
  
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; where there is hatred, let me sow 
love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is 
despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy. 
Amen.  
  



Monday, March 28, 2022 
Andrea Youngstrom – Church Council and Agape Class 

  
And all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ 
Jesus. - Romans 3:24 NIV 
  
Thomas Keller writes, “the doctrine of grace and redemption keeps us from 
seeing any person or situation as hopeless.” 
 
I’ve always found redemption through grace hard to grasp. I can’t earn it, and it 
isn’t possible to deserve it. It’s lovely in concept but so contrary to what the world 
teaches us. From our earliest years we learn to earn. Toddlers earn praise when 
they take their first wobbly steps; stars are placed on a chart to reward good 
behavior in our early years in school. Throughout our lives, reward is gained by 
doing. We understand the cause and effect that so often defines success in our 
lives.  
 
Perhaps we confuse the reward of success and the blessing of grace. Success can 
be earned, grace cannot. As humans, we like to earn. We like reward in similar 
measure to our effort. We judge the earning and reward of others in measure to 
their effort. We find it unfair when another person is granted more reward for 
less effort. What is one to do with redemption that can’t be earned? Forgiveness 
over which we have no control?  
 
God, open our hearts to receive an overflowing portion of your gift of redemption 
so that we can’t help but offer your love to others without expectation or 
condition. Increase our faith so that we have confidence in your grace and live in 
the brightness of your hope. Amen. 
  



Tuesday, March 29, 2022 
Leslie Bowers – Director of Worship Arts 

 
In the divine image God created them, male and female God created them. - 
Genesis 1:27 CEB 
 
All the fullness of deity lives in Christ’s body. And you have been filled by him, who 
is the head of every ruler and authority. 
- Colossians 2:9-10 CEB 
 
I wonder how many times the Bible would have to tell us that we are created in 
the image of God and filled with God for us to really believe that goodness within 
ourselves?  I don’t know about you, but I readily believe all the scriptures that tell 
me I’m bad or failing in some way (or many ways). I see so many preachers and 
people spend most of their ministry telling people how bad they are, how 
depraved they are, how flawed they are.  
 
And I’m not saying that we are not flawed, sinful, imperfect people, BUT how 
much time do we spend recognizing the image, fullness, and deity of God inside 
ourselves and those around us?  I’m not sure if we EVER do. The image of God 
inside us certainly doesn’t get as much real estate as the bad things - not on TV, 
not in many churches, not even in my own self-talk.  
 
But it IS there - in scripture, more than once. So, what could I do if I saw the 
largeness of God inside of me more than my own personal flaws?  What would I 
be willing to try? How much more capable would I feel to do Kingdom work?  And 
what if I spent more time looking at the image of God in those around me?  How 
would it impact the Kingdom coming amongst us?  
 
 
  



Wednesday, March 30, 2022 
Leslie Bowers – Director of Worship Arts  

 
Because all the fullness of God was pleased to live in him, and he reconciled all 
things to himself through him— whether things on earth or in the heavens. He 
brought peace through the blood of his cross. 
-  Colossians 1:20 
 
Reconciliation and peace. There was a time when I would have read these words 
and thought, “Well I don’t really argue with people, so I don’t have much need for 
these.”  During the two years of this pandemic, however, my anxiety got pretty 
far out of control, and I realized (with the help of much hard work and many wiser 
people), that I didn’t have reconciliation and peace within myself. My instinctive 
brain was telling me things that my logical brain knew weren’t true, but those 
instincts are hard to overcome so I was daily doing battle within myself. There 
was no peace. 
 
One of the many things Jesus showed us through His life is how necessary 
reconciliation is for peace. You can’t force peace. You can’t “fake it until you make 
it” when it comes to peace. Believe me. I tried. You have to have the difficult 
conversations (even if they are with yourself). You have to be open to things 
being different than you imagined. You have to be willing to do it all differently 
and see it all differently. You have to get uncomfortable - eat with tax collectors, 
touch lepers, or just figure out what is going on inside your own head. Jesus 
brought us peace through his sacrifice AND through how He lived His life. He lived 
to show us how we might do it better. 
 
 
  



Thursday, March 31, 2022 
Harlow McRee – 4th Grade Student  

  
When he came, he announced the good news of peace to you who were far away 
from God and to those who were near. - Ephesians 2:17 CEB 
  
What pops out to me in this Bible verse is that God doesn’t just want the people 
that know him and are near him. He also wants the people who don’t really know 
him and are far away. He wants everyone, everywhere, to have peace.  
  
Also, a word that I love in this verse is “peace.” I love that this is the word that 
God said because it helps me understand that he wants us all to know that we can 
always feel good about ourselves and know that God is always with us, both on 
our good days and on our bad days. 
  
This verse makes me feel that I can always trust God and have peace with him. 
  
  
  
  



Friday, April 1, 2022 
Lorin Tate – Director of Children’s Ministry  
  

 
You might be familiar with an image of a person standing on one cliff with a cross 
that bridges the gap to a cliff on the other side. This is the image we reflect on 
with the concept of reconciliation. Sin causes a breakup, a divide, or our 
relationship to not be whole like it was pre-Fall. Jesus bridges that divide or heals 
our relationship so that it is made whole again.  
 
This concept can be visually represented for children. Do you have a kid who likes 
to play with blocks? Create two towers. Have them start out close to each other. 
Talk about how when we do things that hurt ourselves, others, or our relationship 
with God, the towers move further apart. Those things get in the way of our 
relationship with God. Then, get a block or paper cross that connects the two 
towers and talk about how when we believe and follow Jesus, we have that 
connection with God. Jesus covers the gap that sin makes.  
 
You could also do this outside. Have your child stand in front of you. Each of you 
takes a step back one at a time talking about how, when we do things that hurt 
ourselves, others, or our relationship with God, we move further apart. Those 
things get in the way of our relationship and our closeness with God. Draw a big 
cross with chalk on the ground and come back together. Jesus makes a way for us 
to be close to God through grace and forgiveness.  
 
Dear Jesus, thank you for making a way to restore our relationship. Help us to 
draw near to you. Forgive us for the way we hurt ourselves, others, and our 
relationship with you. We love you and praise you, Amen.  
  
 
 
  



Saturday, April 2, 2022 
Thomas Merton from Thoughts in Solitude  
  

 
My Lord God, 
  
I have no idea where I am going. 
  
I do not see the road ahead of me. 
  
I cannot know for certain where it will end, nor do I really know myself, and the 
fact that I think I am following your will does not mean that I am actually doing so. 
  
But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you. 
  
And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing. 
  
I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. 
  
And I know that if I do this you will lead me by the right road, 
though I may know nothing about it. 
  
Therefore, will I trust you always, 
though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. 
  
I will not fear, for you are ever with me, 
and you will never leave me to face my perils alone. 
  
Amen.  
  
  



 
 

 
Offers Forgiveness 

Jesus Makes Us Clean 
 
  



Sunday, April 3, 2022 
Debbie Camp 

 
Have mercy on me, God, according to your faithful love! Wipe away my 
wrongdoings according to your great compassion! - Psalm 51:1 CEB 
 
I love going to the beach! It recharges my soul, renews my spirit, calms my 
breaths. Well, it just plain cleanses me! We all need cleansing, every day. As I 
write this devotional, I am actually at the beach in February getting renewed! 
 
In Psalm 51, David too was searching for renewal. The prophet Nathan had called 
him out for his adulterous relationship with Bathsheba. David was seeking refuge 
and mercy. He was recognizing that God was his loving and forgiving Father. And 
just like David, we all need God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
 
The Message translation reads, “Generous in love - God give Grace! Huge in 
mercy - wipe out my bad record. Scrub away my guilt, soak out my sins in your 
dirty laundry.” 
 
And in my little world at the beach, I ask God to wash away my sins with each 
passing wave. And I know He will. 
 

  



Monday, April 4, 2022 
Debbie Camp 

 
Wash me completely clean of my guilt; purify me from my sin!  
- Psalm 51:2 
 
Day 2 at the beach… 
 
I am looking out at the white sand dappled with shells. The waves are washing in 
thousands of tiny fragments and numerous larger shells housing sea creatures. 
People are out collecting and selecting the most beautiful shells to take them 
back home. We all know the stench of shells that were brought home that still 
had living creatures in them… Yuck! 
 
In the continuation of Psalm 51, David is asking God to “wash away all my iniquity 
and cleanse me from my sin.” I imagine he felt like he was holding a beach bucket 
filled with week old smelly shells that are pretty on the outside but filled with 
decaying creatures on the inside. I can totally relate to David, and I bet you can 
too. David was asking God to cleanse his soul so he could be healthy outside and 
inside. Humbly asking for forgiveness is a beautiful blessing for us and God. 
 
  



Tuesday, April 5, 2022 
Chris Gilliam – Fellowship Class 

 
Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than 
snow. Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. - 
Psalm 51:7-8 CEB 
 
This Psalm opens with David's plea to God to show him mercy for his 
transgressions. Hyssop was a plant that priests dipped in blood and used in 
ceremonial cleansings. David's plea to be cleansed with hyssop was like saying, 
“wash me with blood, and I will be forgiven.”  
 
When reading Psalm 51:7, I could not help but read verse 8 as well. It evoked my 
daughter’s experience of a broken leg and multiple crushed bones, that 
eventually led to amputation. Her journey over three years was filled with pain 
and fear; mine was anguish. How many times do parents plead with God to 
transfer our children’s difficulties to us instead? It was remarkable how God 
delivered the right people at the right time to sustain her. Fast forward five years: 
Beth has a bionic leg and ankle, an amazing husband, a delightful stepdaughter, 
and a life filled with optimism and joy. 
 
Throughout Beth’s ordeal, I prayed for her, the medical professionals, and for my 
own strength. It was an event that triggered an immediate re-set of priorities. My 
faith and trust in God expanded, as did hers. What an unusual gift to spend so 
much time with an independent adult daughter. We could not have imagined how 
a trauma could have brought us so much closer. 
 
Psalm 51:7-8 is a model showing us how to confess our own sins, cry for mercy, 
and offer renewed statements of commitment to God. Just as David did, we plea 
for a clean heart and a right spirit. The blood of Jesus is our hope of forgiveness. 
When we confess our sins and are washed in the blood of Jesus, we are made 
clean. 
 
 

  



Wednesday, April 6, 2022 
Allen Whittaker – Executive Director of Discipleship  

 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify 
us from all unrighteousness. - 1 John 1:9 CEB 
 
I remember memorizing this verse in my youth group in middle school. It’s a 
pretty heavy concept for a middle schooler…this idea of confession and being 
purified from all unrighteousness. 
 
There’s an old saying “confession is good for the soul.” When we confess, we 
grow in our love for God by being honest about who we are and how we live. We 
lower this facade and tell the truth “I am a sinner.” It truly is good for the soul! 
 
I believe that confession is how we bring our true selves before God. In Luke 5, 
Jesus says “it is not the healthy that need a doctor, but the sick.” The only 
prerequisite for joining Jesus’s crew was to be honest with who you were - a 
sinner. Jesus ate with sinners. Jesus forgave sinners. 
 
Ironically, a lot of churches have become hiding places for sinners to pretend they 
don’t need Christ, but we cannot grow in our love for God (with all our hearts, 
minds, and strength) until we tell the truth about our hearts, minds, and strength. 
This is the true beginning of transformation. Confession is not just about speaking 
about how bad we are and have been, but about speaking to God about how 
good He is in all circumstances —who He is and what He has done. 
 
Friends, my prayer for all of us during Lent is that we spend some time in a 
posture of confession. But, more importantly, that we accept God’s forgiveness 
and grace in our lives.  
 
  



Thursday, April 7, 2022 
Tucker Bowers – 8th Grade Student  

 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, and self-control - Galatians 5:22-23 NIV 
 
During the season of Lent we talk about what we should work on within 
ourselves. I think one way to do this is to ask if you have the fruit of the spirit - 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. This would help us be better in our faith if every Lent we used this to 
work on our spirit in God.  
 
I feel I am pretty good at love, joy, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, and 
gentleness; I sometimes might need to work on the peace that I have in many 
different ways. I can be a little bit loud at times and may disrupt the peace of 
others. I would easily say that I am not the most patient person most of the time. 
Most humans really struggle with self-control for many different reasons. 
Sometimes I struggle with self-control when I eat a little bit too much, or with my 
words because I might say something that is not the best way to word it.  
 
We all have things that we need to work on. Lent is the time to do that. Think 
through this text during Lent and think about what you need to work on in this list 
that you struggle with. 
 
Natalie Pool – 9th Grade Student 
 
So now you are no longer strangers and aliens. Rather, you are fellow 
citizens with God’s people, and you belong to God’s family. - Ephesians 
2:19 CEB 
 
I think this scripture means that once you have accepted God into your life 
you are no longer strangers to other people and see them as your brothers 
and sisters of Christ. It also shows that you are now a part of God’s family 
because you have accepted the Lord and now see the things God is 
capable of doing in your life. 
 



Friday, April 8, 2022 
Lorin Tate – Director of Children’s Ministry  

 
 
Have mercy on me, God, according to your faithful love! Wipe away my 
wrongdoings according to your great compassion! Wash me completely clean of 
my guilt; purify me from my sin! - Psalm 51:1-2 
 
This week, we’ve reflected on how Jesus cleanses us - washes away our sin so that 
we may be clean.  
 
Stand at the sink and wash your hands. Let the water run over them and 
remember that Jesus cleans you too. Imagine the mistakes, sin, that you have 
made as the dirt and germs on your hand. Imagine it leaving your hands and 
swirling down the drain with the soap and water. Ask God for forgiveness and 
know that you are forgiven.  
 
If you want to further exemplify the point, make your hands (or your kid’s hands) 
messy first - maybe you put dirt, whipped cream, shaving cream, or washable 
paint on them so you or your children can really visualize the concept. Watch as it 
flows off your hands and down the drain. See how you are made clean. Each time 
that you wash your hands, which seems to be quite frequently these days, take 
that moment to remember God - thanking God for unconditional love and 
forgiveness. What would your faith look like if you took those 20 seconds 
throughout the day to reconnect with God?  
 
Take it a step further when cleaning around the house. Reflect on Jesus washing 
us clean as you do dishes, laundry, or clean the car. There can be God moments in 
everyday life. Consider Imberi’s Law of Conservation of Filth that DeVega points 
out in Savior: for something to be clean, something else must get dirty. As you 
wash the dishes, notice how the grime moves from the dish to the sponge, water, 
or sink. Similarly, Jesus took on our sin so that we could be cleansed.  
 
Dear God, thank you for cleansing us. We know that we are stained with sin, but 
you make us clean. Thank you, God. Forgive us and create in us a clean heart. 
Amen.   



Saturday, April 9, 2022 
John Wesley Covenant Prayer  

 
 
Dear Lord, 
 
I am no longer my own, but thine. 
 
Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt. 
 
Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 
 
Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee, exalted for thee or brought low 
for thee. 
 
Let me be full, let me be empty. 
 
Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 
 
I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal. 
 
And now, O glorious and blessed God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, thou art mine, 
and I am thine.  
 
So be it. 
 
And the covenant which I have made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. 
 
Amen. 
 
  



 
 
 

Gives Us Victory 
Jesus Gives Power Over  

Sin and Death 
 
  



Palm Sunday, April 10, 2022 
Rev. Elizabeth Pollard - Associate Pastor of Mission and Service 

 
When you were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised with him through 
faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. - Colossians 2:12  
I was baptized at age five and have fond memories of the day. I remember the white 
robe all the baptismal candidates wore. The snugness of the swimming cap my 
mother placed on my head. My family members who came into town, namely my 
grandfather, who "didn't do church," but lived the Gospel. And I remember the 
smiling faces of those who led me from the fellowship hall to the baptismal pool.  
 
My childhood pastor prepared to baptize me in the name of the Trinity and told me 
to hold my nose and close my eyes as he lowered me into the pool. Being the child 
I was, I opened them almost immediately under the water. While I'm sure heaven 
rejoiced, I didn't see angels when I looked up, only ceiling tiles, but I felt different. 
I was raised from the water by strong hands and the Spirit of God.  
 
Baptism is a form of resurrection. Through it, we are cleansed of our sin and raised 
to life through the Holy Spirit. We experience divine grace, which seeks us out and 
carries us the rest of our lives. When we're tempted to lose faith and fall into 
despair, let us remember the grace of our baptisms and trust in the God who can 
raise us, like He raised Jesus.  
  



Monday, April 11, 2022 
Betsy Rhame-Minor – Director of Communications 

  
But now he has reconciled you by his physical body through death, to present you 
before God as a people who are holy, faultless, and without blame. - Colossians 
1:22 

Can you remember as a child having to dress up for Easter Sunday, whether you 
wanted to or not? Maybe your mother or grandmother has purchased for you a 
special dress to wear or maybe new shoes that seemed a little stiff. Of course, it’s 
not enough to have to wear that Easter finery, but to pose for family pictures as 
well. I can’t tell you how many pictures there are of my sister and me on Easter 
mornings, standing in the yard in front of whatever was blooming to have our 
picture made before church on Easter Sunday. 

All of this is in such stark contrast to that state of Jesus’ physical body, particularly 
on Good Friday. He was in his weakest moments, with a physical body that had 
withstood so much abuse before he drew his last breath.  

But by Easter morning, when Christ was no longer in the tomb, his body had 
undergone some miraculous transformations. Can you imagine the disbelief and 
joy his loved ones felt when they saw Jesus, witnessing his holy body?  

Now that I’m an adult, this is one thing I’m thinking about each Easter morning, 
the miracle of the transformation of Christ’s body, and what a beautiful sight he 
must have been that Easter morning. (That, and how to make sure my children 
stand still for their Easter pictures.) 

He is risen! He is risen indeed! 

 
  



Tuesday, April 12, 2022 
William Newkirk – Mosaic Class and Preschool Dad 

 
When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with 
immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been 
swallowed up in victory.” O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your 
sting? The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to 
God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. - 1 Corinthians 15: 53-
57 NIV 
 
Throughout Lent, we are presented with a beautiful illustration of the power of 
victory over death: the spring season. The dormant trees, blossoms, and grasses 
bloom boldly in spring, displaying resilient power over the withering sting of 
winter. 
 
Paul states that the sting of death stems from humankind’s collective sin which 
separates us from God. He explains elsewhere that sin “seized opportunities 
afforded by the law, deceived me and produced in me every kind of coveting.” In 
Jesus’ ultimate fulfillment of the Law and complete rejection of sin, he strips away 
the power of death over all people. 
 
Paul quotes the prophet Hosea here in his Letter to the Corinthians in his 
confident, almost taunting address towards death itself. Paul wants to make 
expressly clear how Jesus’ incarnation gives us this victory over death. Since the 
time when humankind’s original sin brought the sting of death into this world, all 
of God’s children have been subjected to suffering. Death held victory in its grasp 
– until Jesus’ perfect sinless human life extinguishes the sting. Paul proclaims that 
Jesus’ vulnerable humanity is clothed with the imperishable and thereby shatters 
the power of death. By undoing the power of death’s sting, Jesus extends to us 
the ability to reject sin, draw closer into God, and share in His victory. 
 

• How do we experience the sting of death through the Law?  
• What does it mean to be clothed with the imperishable? 
• How does Jesus’ sinless incarnation extend to us freedom from the sting of 

death? 
  



  
Wednesday, April 13, 2022 
Lesé Cooper – Northbrook Administrator 

 
I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you 
will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world. 
 -John 16:33 NIV 
 
Peace - from the Christmas card greeting of “Peace on Earth” to the answer of the 
all-important question in the Miss America pageant, “What do you want in life? 
Well, I want world peace.” And then of course we have the lovely car magnets, 
like mine for example, that says “Peace, Love and Rescue.” But what is peace like 
Jesus talks about in John 16:33, “I have told you these things so that you may 
have peace….”? 
 
The peace that Jesus offers is a peace free from fear and full of assurance. The 
peace that Jesus offers is a peace with no strings attached (unconditional love) 
and has no expiration date. The peace that Jesus offers is a peace that is ALWAYS 
there, even when we are in the worst of the worst situations. The peace that 
Jesus offers comes through faith and trust.  
 
Although we may not always feel at peace within ourselves, the peace from Jesus 
is always available. All we have to do is ask and believe. I have learned over the 
years that sometimes less is better and that includes finding peace. I have been 
down so low that all I could manage to pray is “God help me; give me peace.” He 
is waiting for your request; he always hears them, and he is always there. THAT is 
the true peace of Jesus Christ. 
 
  



Maundy Thursday, April 14, 2022 
Ann Siddall in Lent to Easter Liturgies: Year C. 

 
 
"Never shall You wash my feet!" Peter told Him. Jesus answered, "Unless I wash 
you, you have no part with Me." - John 13:8 CEB 
  
“Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 
  
If only it were otherwise. 
If only I could present my credentials, 
show my record of service, 
get some kind of unlimited pass. 
  
In every area of my life 
I am more used 
to proving how adequate I am, 
presenting a polished image, 
gaining certain privileges. 
  
But you, Lord, 
you bring me down 
to where you are kneeling, 
and take hold 
of the feet I prefer to hide. 
  
We are here together, 
near the ground, 
and in this humble position 
I am touched by you 
and made clean. 
 
Amen.  
 

 
Northbrook UMC’s Maundy Thursday Service will be at 6:30 pm. 

 



Good Friday, April 15, 2022 
Rev. Elizabeth Pollard – Associate Pastor of Missions and Service 

 
After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the 
scripture), “I am thirsty.” A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So, they put a 
sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth.” John 
19:28-29 NRSV 
 
This phrase is the fifth of seven uttered by Jesus on Good Friday and is perhaps the 
one we relate to most. We all know what it feels like to be thirsty, dehydrated, and 
desperate for relief. We know what it feels like to yearn for someone or something 
with all our being and for it, or them, to be out of reach.  
 
In a moment of anguish on the cross, Jesus borrows the language of his ancestors 
in Psalm 69, connecting his suffering and thirst to those who have suffered and 
thirsted before him. Jesus thirsted for physical water and spiritual renewal and 
reunion for himself and all of us. He was thirsty for righteousness and for the 
faithful to be the faithful.  
 
Through his thirst, he shows us that it’s OK to acknowledge our needs, to express 
our frustration and lack, and it’s OK to cry out and at times cry against God because 
even in our anger, we’re still crying to the One we know can provide for our needs.  
 
Like Jesus, may we find solace in the faith of those who have come before us, and 
in hope, may we believe that the living water will refresh us, and one day, we will 
thirst no more. 
 
 
 
 

 
Northbrook UMC’s Good Friday Service will be at 6:30 pm. 

  



Holy Saturday, April 17, 2022 
Dr. Walter Bruggamon in Prayers for a Privileged People 

   
 
We know about your presence that fills the world, that occupies our life, that 
makes our life in the world true and good. 
 
We notice your powerful transformative presence in word and in sacrament, in 
food and in water, in gestures of mercy and practices of justice, in gentle 
neighbors and daring gratitude.  
 
We count on your presence and then plunge—without intending—into your 
absence.    
 
We find ourselves alone, abandoned, without resources remembering your 
goodness, hoping your future, but mired in anxiety and threat and risk beyond our 
coping. In your absence we bid your presence, come again, come soon, come 
here.  
 
Come to every garden and become a jungle. 
 
Come to every community become joyless, sad and numb.  
 
We acknowledge your dreadful absence and insist on your presence.  
 
Come again, come soon. Come here. 
 
Amen. 
 
  



Easter Sunday 
By Laurie Moeller – Senior Pastor 

 
On Easter we typically use this greeting:  
 
He is Risen! 
He is Risen Indeed! 
 
I can honestly say I have never been instructed to do this as a pastor; it just seems 
to be a given that we participate this historic greeting and response on Easter.  
 
The use of the present tense reminds us that the miracle of resurrection happens 
NOW and not just a story we tell about some historic event. We are Easter people 
who discover an empty tomb in our own lives and the power of that truth 
continues to reveal itself.  
 
I can remember the first Easter after my brother passed away, the empty tomb 
had a whole new meaning in my life. I could rejoice and sing “Christ the Lord is 
Risen Today,” alleluia!  The 3rd verse especially meaningful: 

Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!  
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!  
Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia!  
Where's thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia!  

Easter is happening all around us all the time. We are people who have hope and 
the ultimate promise of eternal life in Jesus Christ! 

He is Risen! 
He is Risen Indeed! 
 
 
 

Northbrook UMC’s Easter Services will be at 7:00, 9:30 and 11:00 am. 
 


